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Mr. Chairman, 
Madam High Representative 

I congratulate you both for the capable leadership you provide to the 
international community to effectively address the critical issue of the illicit trade 
in small arms and light weapons (SALW), with its many new threats and 
manifestations which have reached not only immense, but also complex 
proportions. 

Central to our deliberations and collective response is the urgent need to 
strengthen the effective implementation of the Programme of Action (PoA) at all 
three levels - the international, regional and national levels, which must go parallel. 
It is obvious that strong interventions at any one level will promote gains in other 
two. This calls for a clear mandate with well delineated procedures and structures 
for the PoA, including for the International Tracing Instrument (ITI). While the 
issues are numerous, my delegation would like to propose the following key 
measures. 

For effective implementation at the international level, all Member States 
need to submit more clear and specific timely reports with data on how the PoA is 
implemented at the national level to facilitate national, regional and global 
stocktaking. A large number of countries do not have their own SALW PoAs and 
should do so speedily, delineating corresponding structures in a comprehensive 
way. The establishment of adequate stockpile management and physical security 
facilities and arrangements the effective implementation of the UN Firearms 
Protocol and the ITI, should become a priority for the purposes of strict monitoring 
and subsequent action by each Member State. This is especially critical if peace is 
fragile in a particular country or if there are neighboring countries in conflict to 
which SALW can be illegally transferred. Just as crucial are the steps necessary to 
prevent the illicit proliferation of the new threat of surface-to-air man-portable air 
defense systems (MANPADS) and their components. 

In addition, UN system-wide coherence working together with the World 
Customs Organization and Interpol would bring results. The Security Council will 
have to address challenges to human security posed by SALW, with special 
attention given to women and children who are the most tragic victims. Increased 
representation of women at all decision making levels and a specific link between 
the PoA and the SC Resolution 1325, would lay a strong foundation. Regional 
peacekeeping and peace support operations must ensure safe storage, disposal and 
tracing of illicit SALW, together new mandates and teams of civilian and military 
experts. The Peacebuilding Commission has to be fully engaged in carrying out 
this task together with civil society. 




