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Chair.

The Republic of the i\'larshall b lands has a uniq ue and compel ling reason 1(1 urge greater global
pro:;rl'SSon nuclear d isanuamcm.

The Marshall Islands. during it's time as a U!\ Trust Terriiorv. experienced 67 large-sca le rests of
nuclear weapons. At the ti me orrcsung . and at everv possible occasion in the iru c rveni ng years. the
vlarsha l! ls land s ha~ informed L; ~ members o f the devas tating impac ts o ft hese te:;t:, - of the de libernte
t1:-' t.' I,l!"r"ltlr peopl e a:" ul1\\"illi ng sc icmi fic c xpcrimcrus. 'Jr nngoin g healt h imp acts inh erited throug h
genera tions. of our disp laced populati ons who stil] live in ex ile or who were reset tled under unsafe
circumstances. and [hen had to be removed. Even today. science remains a moving larger and our
exiled local communities are stil! struggling with resettlement.

Chair.

These tests were conducted with the ~\p l ic i [ ruuhorivation orLiN members in Trusteeship Resol utior»
IOS2 - adopted in 1')5-1 - and 1-1 93 - adopted in 1956. At that time . t h~ l j ~ did IW[ honor petition- bv
~·Ia rs.ha l lc:,~ leaders to halt {('sting. :-\ ~ we - the U n i { t.~d \ :a {;( 11l5 -- map a g l ~ \ha l future oY" nuclear
d isarmament. the- past k gacy 0 1' nuclear activities can Ill) longer 0(' i ~ l1 lH\:d . and the tiduc iarv
respousibilitv to address these impact s .. by h,'t h the U\ and our former administrato r. the United
Suuc- - should be acknowledged. '\:0 people. and no nat ion. should have to bear the burden of the
i\ larshalkse .

But this meeting iodav is not abou t the i\larsha ll Islands . Perhaps we ha ve one ortbc most importan t
stories to tell regarding the need 10 i.\YI.:' 11 the lise (If nuclea r weapons. and a co mpe lling story III spur
greater efforts for nuclear disarm ament. h should be our collective glla l as the United ~at i ons to 11\' [

only ,;10 1' the spread of nuclear weapons. but also to purse the peace and securitv of a world witho ut
them. Furihcr. the Repu blic of the Mars hal! Island s has recent ly ratified the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. and urges other member SUItl.:-'S io work towards bringing this import ant agreement into force.

Chair.

Further. [he Marshall islands urges a ll \ I'l'melllber s to ach ieve th, treatvs <l bligati, 'ns. and II ~ remain
co nce rne d over poss ib le e ffort s hy memb ers in testing or assembling \\\~ a polls . \V~ seek resolution ('1'
these issues through ~ I means which cnsure« a mort' sate and secure world, and ensures compliance w ith
the agrccmca t. Th is i~ not all issue of bloc po lit ics. i\ is an issue of co llec tive se curi ty.

The Marshall Islands is not the on ly nation in the Pacific tll he' touched by [hc' devastation of nuclear
weapon testing . The support o f the Rep ublic of the Marshall Islands for a nuclear-t ree Pacific has long
been clouded by other trcatv obligations. and we are encouraged [hal [he United States has gi"cn a ne xv



\
i
I,

perspecti ve \,J11 the Ranu on gu treaty. \ \i t' cxpr....·ss uguin CHII' C\ t.' ll l LH.1 J aspirations to jo in with our Pacific
ne ig hbo rs in surpllrting a Puc ific free of nuclea r we apo ns in a manner consistent wi th internat ional

securuv,
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Disarmament comes with political will- and we affirm and welcome bilatera l progres s in this regard,
ind uct ing between the United States and Russia. We urge all nuclear weapons states to intensify effo rts
to address their responsibilities in moving towards an effective and secure disarmament.

lhc Marshallese people should be the very first group to alert the United Nations to our dee per purpose
- that no nation and people should ever have to bear witness to the burden of exposure to the
devastating impacts of nuclear weapons. The UN cannot - and must not - repeat such mistakes; we
must rise to take on the challenge of internationa l courage.
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